Vocabulary Definitions
Mystery of the Missing Lunch
assignments – tasks that are given out or assigned
consideration – thoughtfulness for other people and their feelings
allergies – conditions that cause a person to have an unpleasant reaction to certain things that are harmless to most
accuse – to say that a person has done something wrong or illegal
suspicious – causing doubt and mistrust and the feeling that something is wrong
evidence – proof of something
consume – to eat, drink, or use up
Vocabulary Definitions

A Walk in the Desert

shimmer – to shine with a faint, wavering light; glimmer
eerie – strange in a scary way
lurk – to lie hidden
swallows – causes food or other substances to pass from the mouth into the stomach
climate – the average weather conditions of a place or region through the year
silken – made of silk; smooth and soft
lumbering – moving in a slow, clumsy way
Vocabulary Definitions

Animals Come Home to Our National Parks

roamed – moved around in a large area
completed – done, finished
journey – a trip, especially one over a considerable distance or taking considerable time
natural – unchanged by people; expected or normal
wildlife – living things, especially the animals that live naturally in an area
Vocabulary Definitions

The Astronaut and the Onion

endless – having no limit or end
realistic – seeing things as they are; practical
universe – everything that exists, including Earth, the planets, the stars, and all of space.
astronaut – a person trained to fly in a spacecraft
sensible – having or showing sound judgment; wise
protested – complained about something
paralyzed – having lost movement or sensation in a part of the body
Vocabulary Definitions

The Raft

disgusted – having strong feeling of dislike
raft – a kind of flat boat made of logs or boards fastened together
scattered – spread or thrown about here and there
cluttered – filled with a messy collection of things
downstream – moving in the same direction as the current of a stream
nuzzle – to touch or rub with the nose
Vocabulary Definitions

Mighty Jackie

legendary – relating to a legend, or a story that has been handed down for many years and has some basis in fact
muttered – spoke in a low, unclear way with the mouth closed
gaped – stared with the mouth open
snickering – laughing in a mean or disrespectful manner
insult – a remark or action that hurts someone’s feelings or pride
fluke – a chance happening; an accidental turn of 

events
flinched – to draw back or away, as from something painful or unpleasant; wince
Vocabulary Definitions

My Diary from Here to There

overheard – heard something one was not supposed to
opportunities – good chances or favorable times
border – a line between one country, state, county, or town and another
unions – groups of workers joined together to protect their jobs and improve working conditions
strikes – the stopping of work to protest something
citizens – a person who was born in a country or who chooses to live in and become a member or that country
boycotts – protests in which people refuse to buy from or work for a person, nation, or business
Vocabulary Definitions

Stealing Beauty
temples – buildings used for the worship of a god or gods
dynasties – periods of time during which a line of rulers from the same family is in power
heritage – something that is handed down from previous generations or from the past
preserve – to keep safe for the future
overjoyed – very happy
Vocabulary Definitions

How Benjamin Franklin Stole the Lightning
hilarious – very funny
convinced – caused a person to believe or do
mischief – conduct that may seem playful but causes harm or trouble
independence – freedom from the control of another or others
handy – within reach, nearby; easy to use
dizzy – having the feeling of spinning and being about to fall
whirlwind – a whirling current of air that moves forward with great force
nowadays – in the present time
Vocabulary Definitions
Dear Mr. Winston

weekdays – the days of the week except Saturday and Sunday
cardboard – a heavy, stiff paper used to make boxes and posters
slithered – to slide or glide like a snake
genuine – sincere; honest
apologize – to say one is sorry or embarrassed; make an apology
harmless – not able to do damage or hurt
ambulance – a special vehicle that is used to carry sick or injured people to a hospital
Vocabulary Definitions

Roadrunner’s Dance

interfere – to take part in the affairs of others when not asked; meddle
awkward – lacking grace in movement or behavior
proclaimed – announced publicly
agile – able to move and react quickly and easily
guardian – a person or thing that guards or watches over
tottered – to walk or move with unsteady steps; to rock or sway as if about to fall
Vocabulary Definitions

My Brother Martin

unfair – not fair or just
ancestors – people in the past from whom one comes
numerous – forming a large number; many
segregation – the practice of setting one racial group apart from another
unsuspecting – having no suspicions
avoided – stayed away from
injustice – lack of justice; unfairness
Vocabulary Definitions

Kid Reporters at Work

identified – proved that someone or something is a particular person or thing
enterprising – showing energy and initiative
persistence – the ability to keep trying in spite of difficulties or obstacles
venture – a business or some other undertaking that involves risk
Vocabulary Definitions

Mystic Horse

sores – places where the skin has been broken and hurts
loosened – made looser; set free or released
mysterious – very hard or impossible to understand
amazement – great surprise or wonder
midst – a position in the middle of a group of people or things
responsibility – the quality or condition of having a job, duty, or concern
patchwork – something put together out of many uneven or varied parts
Vocabulary Definitions

Snowflake Bentley

technique – a method or way of bringing about a desired result in science, art, sport, or profession
foolishness – the act of not showing good sense
inspire – to stir the mind, feelings, or imagination
evaporate – to change from a liquid or solid into a gas
microscope – a device for looking at things that are too small to be seen with the naked eye
magnify – to make something look bigger than it really is
negatives – photographic images made when film is developed
blizzard – a strong windstorm marked by intense cold and blowing snow
Vocabulary Definitions

Dear Mrs. LaRue

neglected – failed to give proper attention or care to; failed to do
appreciated – understood the value of; was grateful for something
risks – chances of loss or harm
bluffing – trying to fool people with a false show of confidence, courage, or knowledge
misunderstood – understood someone incorrectly; got the wrong idea
desperate – very bad or hopeless
endured – survived or put up with
obedience – the willingness to obey, or to carry out orders, wishes, or instructions
Vocabulary Definitions
The Blind Hunter

cautiously – in a careful way
faint – not clear or strong; weak
disguised – changed the way something or someone looks to hide it or to look like something else
crisscrossed – went across, back and forth
wisdom – good judgment and intelligence in knowing what 

is right, good, and true
fade – to become gradually weaker, fainter, or dimmer
jealousy – a feeling of envy of what a person has or can do
Vocabulary Definitions
The Power of Oil

electrical – relating to the form of energy carried in wires for use to drive motors or as light or heat
globe – the Earth (as a shape)
fuels – substances burned as a source of heat and power, such as coal, wood, or oil
decayed – having undergone the process of decomposition; rotted
Vocabulary Definitions

Adelina’s Whales

rumbling – a heavy, deep, rolling sound
snoring – making harsh or noisy sounds while sleeping
unique – having no equal; the only one of its kind
dove – plunged head first into water
massive – of great size or extent
tangles – knotted, twisted, confused masses
politicians – people who hold or seek elected offices
Vocabulary Definitions

At Home in the Coral Reef

coral – made of coral, a hard substance like stone made up of the skeletons of tiny animals
reef – a ridge of sand, rock, or coral at or near the surface of the ocean
partnership – a kind of business in which two or more people share the work and profits
current – a portion of a body of water or of air flowing continuously in a definite direction
eventually – in the end; finally
brittle – likely to break or snap
suburbs – the areas around a city where people live
Vocabulary Definitions

Because of Winn Dixie

peculiar – strange; not usual
snuffled – breathed noisily because of partly stopped-up nasal passages
positive – certain; sure
selecting – picking out among many; choosing
consisted – contained; was made up of
advanced – beyond the beginning level; not elementary
Vocabulary Definitions

Ranita, the Frog Princess

selfish – thinking only of oneself; putting one’s own interests and desires before those of others
bumbling – making clumsy mistakes
cranky – cross or in a bad temper; grouchy
commotion – a noisy disturbance; confusion
exasperated – annoyed greatly; made angry
specialty – a special thing that a person knows a great deal about or can make very well
famished – very hungry; starving
Vocabulary Definitions

Exploring the Undersea Territory

period – a length of historical time
vessels – ships or large boats used to transport or carry over water
valuable – of great use, worth, or importance
documenting – making a record or collecting information
estimated – judged or calculated, as of the value, quality, extent, size, or cost of something
Vocabulary Definitions

Me and Uncle Romie

skyscrapers – very tall buildings
collage – a picture made by pasting paper, cloth, metal, and other things in an arrangement on a surface
barbecue – a meal, usually meat, cooked outdoors over an open fire
glorious – having or deserving praise or honor; magnificent
strutting – walking in a self-important way
flicked – hit or moved with a quick, light snap
swarms – large groups of insects flying or moving together
Vocabulary Definitions

Wild Horses
descendants – people who come from a particular ancestor
sanctuary – a refuge for wildlife where predators are controlled and hunting is not allowed
glistening – shining or sparkling with reflected light
threatened – having a sense of harm or danger
coaxing – persuading or influencing by mild arguing
fragile – easily broken; delicate
habitat – the place where an animal or plant naturally lives and grows
Vocabulary Definitions

The Gold Rush Game

reference – a statement that calls or directs attention to something
prospectors – people who explore an area for minerals, such as gold
disappointment – a feeling or being disappointed or let down
annoyed – bothered or disturbed
circular – having or making the shape of a circle
outstretched – stretched out; extended
glinted – sparkled or flashed
Vocabulary Definitions

A Cricket in Times Square

wistfully – in a sadly longing way; yearningly
eavesdropping – listening to other people talking without letting them know you are listening
scuffling – the sound of feet shuffling
acquaintance – a person one knows, but who is not a close friend
jumble – a confused mixture or condition; mess
scornfully – in a way that shows that something or someone is looked down upon and considered bad or worthless
logical – sensible; being the action or result one expects
Vocabulary Definitions

Meet a Bone-ified Explorer

fossil – the hardened remains or traces of an animal or plant that lived long ago
stumbled upon – to come upon something unexpectedly or by chance
paleontologist – a scientist who deals with fossils of prehistoric animal and plant life
inspected – looked at closely and carefully
Vocabulary Definitions

My Brothers’ Flying Machine

glider – an aircraft that flies without a motor
unstable - not settled or steady; easily moved or put off balance
wingspan – the distance between the tips of the wings of a bird, insect, or airplane
applauded – showed approval for or enjoyment of something by the clapping of hands
headlines – words printed at the top of a newspaper or magazine article
hoisting – lifting or pulling up
assured – made certain or sure
Vocabulary Definitions

The Life and Times of an Ant

astronomer – a person who works or specializes in astronomy, the science that deals with the sun, moon, stars, planets, and other heavenly bodies
investigates – looks into carefully in order to find facts and get information
solitary – living, being, or going alone
territory – any large area of land; region
communication – an exchanging or sharing of feelings, thoughts, or information
nutrients – substances needed by the bodies of people, animals, or plants to live and grow
prehistoric – belonging to a time before people started recording history
overcome – to get the better of; beat or conquer
