Step Outline “Sly Spirits”.
This story is a broad retelling of “Blythe Spirits” by Noel Coward. The genders of the main characters have been changed. The setting was moved to 1980s Westchester County, NY.
Characters:

Story is essentially a romantic triangle (woman, husband, ex-husband)

Carla: 40ish. Good looking, artsy, smart and kind.
Roger (the current husband) 40s conventionally good-looking, all business, a bit of a gold digger.
-also-

Derek (the former husband, now a ghost): He was a successful art dealer in 1970s Manhattan, died in his early 30s . Charmingly dressed in Austin Powersish suits. He was a successful art dealer in 1970s Manhattan. The house is his. Has real animal magnetism, and personal charm. 
Carla and Roger have been married for five years. Carla is a writer of witty fiction and magazine articles. She has been successfully employed for most of her life. She’s a slow and disorganized writer and her husband serves as her handler, agent and inspiratior.
Guadalupe, the maid: Very superstitious Puerto Rican housekeeper of about 60, she lives in the house in an apartment over the garage. Really likes Carla, doesn’t care for Derek. Guadalupe’s English is very bad, and over the years Carla has learned Spanish so she can talk to the maid. Charlotte is very thoughtful of Guadalupe, and treats her like an aunt. 
Madame Elaine —this character can be of any age, and can be played a number of different ways. (A big decision is whether or not she sees herself as eccentric or “normal”). 

Dr. Blandfoot—not much of a scientist, not much of a pseudo-scientist. Full of book learning, self-important.

Three ghost hunters—with their electronic gadget items.
To invoke some opera casting--I’d make Derek a baritone, Roger a tenor, Carla is a mezzo.
Important symbols—the house is full of Derekisms. The Fireplace looks like something that Goudy would have designed. The bathroom is all black and red with black fixtures and tile. There’s a bed in the guest bedroom that’s dark and heavily carved. Some furniture pieces are dark and Moorish (as was popular in the1970s). A lot of the Derek items were moved to the basement, and furnish the basement den.
Other parts of the house are Rogerisms—modern electronic stuff circa 1980 (Roger is a big devotee of Sharper Image), He has an early PC, with a million cables and books in the corner—looks like he hasn’t touched it in months. He likes his minimalist furniture and artwork consisting of plain white framed canvasses.

The Kitchen and Dining room belong to Carla and Guadalupe—they both love food and cooking, Carla’s office is in the house—she has a messy desk, IBM Selectric typewriter, and a multi-line phone. It’s very close to the kitchen. 
Ask class about diversity casting. Are there opportunities to change actor gender or add actors of color into the production so it can appeal to the widest audience?

Time:

Story takes place over five or six days.
Settings:

Scarsdale, NY 1985. Much of the action takes place in a 1930s era middle-class tudor home.  
	Scene:
	Location:
	Time:
	Characters/Plot:
	

	1
	Train Station, Car
	5 pm Fri.
	Roger, Carla.

Scene starts with Carla picking up Roger up at the train station. He’s back from a story meeting with an editor at the New Yorker where he was serving as Carla’s agent. The big magazine deal is petering out, and he’s worried that about the market potential of Carla’s work. He meanly critical of Carla’s writing, and comments that she’s not keeping up with market trends and current events in the publishing business. Carla is hurt but puts off responding in kind.


	

	2
	Copley House Kitchen.
	5:30 pm Fri
	Roger, Carla, Guadalupe.

Guadalupe and Carla have been working on dinner for at least two hours, they have both been enjoying glasses of wine as they prepare the food. Roger wonders why Carla hasn’t been working on her draft of The Spirits of New York, a book about haunted places in NYC. She explains that she was building up to tonight’s dinner visit from Madam Elaine, who is a well-known area spiritualist who has lead ghost hunts all over NYC for years, and is a medium to the stars. She’s really excited to have her over. They’re both big fans of Tuscan cooking, so she was cooking a special dinner for them.

Roger, is unimpressed. He argues that it’s better to go out for dinners when doing research, costs are tax deductible. He’s building up to a big argument—the book project is late, the publisher is loosing interest, and the advance may have to get returned. Guadalupe is getting uncomfortable with Roger and Carla’s heated discourse, the phone rings—Elaine is at the train station. Guadalupe volunteers to pick her up in Carla’s car.
	

	3
	Copley House Dining Rm.
	
	Roger, Carla, Guadalupe, Elaine.

Fast forward to the start of dinner—Carla and Roger are sullen and silent. Guadalupe is somewhat intoxicated and joining them for dinner at Carla’s request, but is having a difficult time having a conversation with Elaine due to limited English skills. Elaine asks about Carla’s late husband, Derek. He died in a scuba diving accident in 1979 while on vacation with Hugh Heffner and a bunch of Playboy models. Elaine knows quite a bit about his reputation as a ladies man, and tactfully asks Carla about it. Carla concedes that Derek was larger than life, and their marriage was difficult but very interesting. Derek was attracted to everyone. 


	

	4

	Copley House, basement rec room.
	6:30 pm Fri.
	Roger, Carla, Guadalupe, Elaine.

After dinner—Elaine, Roger, Carla, and Guadalupe settle in around a large square coffee-table in the basement Rec Room. There’s a bunch of couches and easy chairs that used to be in the room, leftovers from the Derek era. The room is also full of Roger’s collection of Sharper Image purchases: high-tech exercise equipment, tesla coils, ozone generator, robotic massage table, etc. His latest Sharper Image purchase—and electrostatic high-voltage spine relaxer chair—produces relaxation and spinal health through high frequency voltage waves. The machine looks oddly dangerous. They turn down the lights and the séance begins. 

	

	5
	Copley House,
Basement rec room
	6:45 pm Wed.
	Roger, Carla, Guadalupe, Elaine
The séance begins and progresses with a great show of lights, smoke, and supernatural ado. Much to the surprise of the two couples, there are supernatural manifestations, Madame Elaine falls into a trance, and Carla hears the voice of Derek. Roger, frightened, wakes Elaine up by putting her on the massage table. Roger and Carla have a feeling of dread like something otherworldly has happened—Roger is anxious. Carla pours another glass of wine. Guadalupe runs upstairs to clean up and head off to her quarters for the night. (She seems to be aware of something, that no one else knows about, and she’s nervous that she somehow contributed to the spiritual manifestations inadvertently.)
Elaine complains that something really unexpected happened—there was some unusual energy in the room. She gravely asks Roger about his electronic equipment, was it all turned off and unplugged? The electric chair wasn’t. It was really strange, she reports, she felt like some really amorous force had given her a big bear hug and had blown in her ear. And she heard Herb Alpert music for about two minutes and could smell something burning, like hashish.
Carla is clearly disturbed by the experience, and reposes on the living room sofa as Roger heads out to take Elaine to the train station in his car. As soon as Roger leaves, the radio switches on by itself, and Herb Alpert music starts playing. Derek, a ghost, appears. He’s dressed like Austin Powers and he starts hitting on Carla.  
Derek is no ordinary ghost, he’s the eternal “ladies man”. he really missed Carla, and women in general. Carla clearly misses Derek’s masculine charms and is sexiness. Furtively (worried about Roger coming back to quickly), they try to do some spooning on the couch. Unfortunately—Derek is nothing but ectoplasm—his arm goes right though Carla’s neck. He tries to kiss her arm—but she moves it and it shakes through his grasp like his hands are made of smoke. He tries to nibble her ear, and he bites clean through. Holds her head, and his hand passes right through it. Tries to lay next to her on the couch, but she turns over and he goes sliding though the upholstery and lands on the floor. Derek is clearly frustrated by this. They hear the car arrive, and Derek goes to hide in the corner or the room.
Roger arrives back—Elaine lectured him on the way to the train station about his electronic equipment. He’s very angry with everyone. Prompted by Derek, She shoos Roger off to bed, so she can spend some more time with Derek before retiring.
One upstairs, Derek and Carla get back to their conversation. Carla—poor Roger. Derek—to hell with Roger.


	

	6
	Living Room
	9:30 am Saturday.
	Carla, Roger, Derek.

The next morning at breakfast, Roger is very cool to Carla and insists that he had too much to drink the night before. When she insists that she had a hallucination, Roger attributes it to spending the night with a medium and drinking a lot of wine. The bickering continues until Derek enters, carrying a big mug of coffee and his lit pipe. When Carla sees him, a comical miscommunication begins, with Roger unable to see or hear Derek and feeling certain that Carla’s unpleasant remarks are meant for him. Roger becomes convinced his wife is getting particular weird and tries unsuccessfully to call her shrink. Carla, frantic to be believed, enlists Derek’s help, and she moves various kincknacks around the room to prove his existence. Roger becomes even more hysterical than Carla.
	

	7
	Copley home, Haunted house in Rye
	1 pm Saturday
	Roger, Elaine, some scientists, some haunted house tourists.
Roger, now dressed in his office, tries to get Madame Elaine on the phone, but instead gets her answering machine. The recording explains that she’s in Rye that afternoon doing a public tour of a local haunted house.

Roger drives out to Rye to meet up with her in the middle of the tour. Frantic and rude, Roger gets a bunch of scientific ghost-hunters working at the building site really annoyed with him when he disturbs their electronic setup. Finally he finds Elaine. She tells him that Derek is obviously a very lonely, but very powerful ghost who misses the companionship of incarnate souls. Her best advice is to watch out, and not antagonize him, she’ll get back to them soon. Also, she’s looking for payment.

	

	8
	Copley home, seedy storefront on Manhattan’s Lower East Side 
	9 am Sunday.
	Roger, Dr. Blandfoot.

Undeterred, Roger tracks down a psychic through an ad on the back page of the Village Voice. He finds Blandfoot, a seedy, discredited parapsychologist living in Manhattan’s lower eastside. He’s willing to come up to the house and investigate things.
	

	9

	Drawing room
	3 pm Sunday. 
	Roger, Dr. Blandfoot.
Arriving at the house, Blandfoot settles into the basement and tries a bunch of hackneyed clairvoyant props to contact Derek (Oujia board, holding hands and chanting, burning candles. Derek runs through a arsenal of tricks to terrify and overtake Blandfoot’s efforts. Walking around the house with a magic crystal, they wander into Guadalupe’s apartment and find that she has literally 100 votive candles arranged around her bed and her living room, and many cans of spiritual aerosol.
In the end Blandfoot leaves unable to accomplish anything. He suggests that Roger should reconcile and get Elaine back. There’s no other way of undoing things. Roger immediately gets Carla on the phone and demands that she call Elaine and tell her to come back, or he’ll sue her.


	

	10
	Coplay House
	6pm Tuesday evening.
	Carla, Roger, Guadalupe, Elaine.

Under protest, Carla calls Elaine back to the house, who goes into a trance to try to dematerialize Derek, however Derek doesn’t want to go away. Roger puts is foot down, and gets increasingly combatitive as the séance progressive. Lights, steam, extoplasm smells and sound fill up the room. All of the Sharper Image stuff is energized, chairs spin around, exercise equipment runs on it’s own. Carla is quietly steamed, but resolute. Elaine is seething angry as Roger gets more demanding. Suddenly out of the crystal ball, a bolt of ectoplasm levitates Roger and pushes him into the electric spinal chair. Pinned in place, a swirling lighting bold surrounds the chair. Roger is vaporized in a smelly cloud. A loud bellowing “GOOD RIDDANCE” can be heard. The pyrotechnics grind to a sudden quiet stop and everything retreats back into the crytal ball. (See Indian Jones and Raiders of the Lost Ark).

Carla and Elaine look at each other. Call the police? What for? No body. Is Roger gone? Not quite, actually.
As they walk upstairs, they see ghostly Roger playing with his IBM PC in his office. 

Carla and Elaine look at each other and shrug their shoulders, and settle into the kitchen for cocktail refreshment.

	

	11
	Coplay Kitchen
	9 pm Tuesday Evening
	Elaine confesses that she’s never been able to get ghosts to leave a haunted house, and now the house has two, and they obviously don’t like each other. Things are too powerful now, she should just take a trip for a few months--visit a friend’s shore house or summer cottage. Elaine confesses that she’s miss both of the guys—Roger was a nudge, but he lead to her success. Derek was an unfaithful roué, but he was incredibly exciting. Elaine suggests that if she took off for a while it’s possible that the two ghosts would realize that they were doomed to live together forever and make the most of it. Carla resolves to go visit her brother and his family in the Catskills for a long stay.


	

	12
	Midtown Manhattan—Grand Central Terminal, 50th Street, Studio 54 (or Roseland
	Friday night a week later.
	Derek and Roger head off to Studio 54 together—a pair of ghostly out-of-fashioned guys in white disco suits. They cruise the dance floor unable to connect or talk to any of the young female dancers.
	


Themes, Symbols, motifs:

The bland white furniture upstair, the dark Moorish furniture in the basement. Suggests differences between Derek’s and Roger’s personalities.
Sharper Image electronic ephemera 
Music: “1970-era batchelor pad music”
Smoking—Derek smokes, everyone else is kind of non-smoking.

Drinking—Carla, Guadalupe and Elaine consume glasses of wine.
Acknowledgement: the step outline was created using a study document published by the Utah Shakespeare Festival:
http://www.bard.org/education/studyguides/Blithe/blithesyn.html

