Video Communications GRIT 541 – Spring 2016 
Instructor: Tom Coughlin MS, Ed. D.

Contact: 215-872-3300 (voice or text)

Email: coughlinT@chc.edu
Cellphone email: tpc2001@columbia.edu
Course description (from the Chestnut Hill College Catalog):

“GRIT 541 Video Communications 3 credits. This course surveys a fast-changing technology that has had immeasurable impact on communications, education, business and entertainment. Digital technology and increasing computer power have enabled sound and video to be manipulated much the same as graphics and text to create an explosion of multimedia materials. The course provides an historical perspective of video communications, giving the student practical experience with video tools. Class assignments are shared, either electronically with classmates and instructor or through cooperative planning and/or construction of video projects.” 

Course Goals:

Through hands-on labs, practical experiences, and scholarship, students will become fluent in industry standard production management techniques, particularly the “three phases of production” model, and it’s analogues and adaptations.
Students will advance their fluency in the technologies associated with video production, including cameras, lighting equipment, sound recording, text processing, graphical design, digital editing, and distribution hardware and software.

Students will study the historical and theoretical foundations that support video communication as a medium for teaching, entertainment and societal interaction. Students will apply these perspectives as they write and produce their classroom assignments.
Students will work on, and complete two projects over the course of one term demonstrating essential concepts of project management, technology use, and the craft of video production.

Required Textbook:

Filmmaking in Action: Your Guide to the Skills and Craft
Liepzig, Adam & Weiss, Barry. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins (2016)

ISBN: 978-0-312-61699-1

Other readings will be required at various points during the semester. 

Attendance, computing and internet access

Class meets every Wednesday night at 5:30 in either the TV studio, or Martino Hall 210, which is next door to the studio. Feel free to call me or text me if you have any questions during the term, or if you can't make a class. If you are working as part of a group, and can’t make a class, you need to contact your fellow group members as well. You need access to email and the CHC Portal to communicate with the teacher and your classmates. You will also need to use digital cameras and computer-based editing software. The school has borrowable equipment available for short-term use, and available studio and lab time. You will need to make arrangements with Mr. Visher in advance as there are many students who use the equipment.

Grade Formula:

Video Project 1

20%

Video Project 2

20%

Quizzes on the readings
25% (3-5 quizzes, typically essay from readings).

Analysis project/

Presentation


15%
Class participation,

attendance (includes

online discussion)

20%

Video Projects:

Working in a small group, students will produce two videos: an “academic research video” (a 2-4 minute video suitable for sharing on web based file sharing sites); and a “commercial video” (4-8 minute video intended for the professional market). Individual instruction sheets will be provided for each project, and examples of successful projects will be presented in class. You will have time to work on these projects in class, but may need to work outside of class time to achieve a timely conclusion. A copy of your pre-production planning documents (outline, script, schedule, budget, etc.) must be submitted along with your video.
Analysis project:

Working individually, students will create and present a 10-20 minute presentation on a topic that is a critical issue to video production field, teaching and training using multimodal techniques, careers in video production, or another relevant topic. You will need to contact the teacher regarding your topic choice, and schedule your presentation day in advance.

Quizzes:

Quizzes are unannounced and will be assigned on dates that textbook readings are due.

Class Participation:
Attendance, respectful cooperation with fellow students, responding to email, and participation in the online forum is required in this class. If you cannot attend a class, please contact me by email in advance. If you arrive at school for class and can’t locate me, please call, email or text message the number/address above.
Extra curricular activities:

It is likely that opportunities may come up this term that will afford the class to visit an off –campus site. Students may be asked to sign a waiver of liability, or to cover their personal transportation costs, and might also take place at a time outside the regular meeting time. These are not mandatory activities, and alternative activities will be available.
Proposed schedule of classes and readings:
Week 1: January 20—Introductions. The three P’s. Introducing the first assignment On-line discussion of Assignment 1 following class will be conducted using email.
Week 2: January 27—Track down and purchase book. Assignment 1 pre-production meetings. Script, outlines, schedules to be prepared following class. Read textbook assignment 1 for next week.
Week 3: February 3—Assignment 1 Pre production and Production. QUIZ in class tonight on textbook reading assignment 1.
Week 4: February 10—Assignment 1 Production week for Assignment 1. Obtain your “Analysis Project” Assignment—Read textbook assignment 2 for next week.
Week 5: February 17—Assignment 1 Post production week. Quiz textbook assignment 2. Read textbook assignment 2 for next week. Sample analysis presentation
Week 6: February 24—Review, camera technology demo. Post Production on Assignment 1 during class. Read textbook assignment 3 for next week.
Week 7: March 9— Assignment 1 Due.
Pre-production session for second assignment. Quiz on the readings.
Week 8: March 16—Guest lecturer, Student presentations. Read textbook assignment 4 for next week
Week 9: March 23—Production Session for second assignment. Quiz on assignment 4.
Week 10: March 30—Production session for second assignment (potential on-line class session)
Week 11: April 6—Second Assignment Production day

Week 12: April 13—Second assignment post production

Week 13: April 20—Second assignment post production.

Week 14: April 27—Presentations

Week 15: May 4— Projects and all outstanding work due.

