Tom’s Story ideas:

The borough of imaginary friends (This is a more or less fully formed outline. Can be shot in one scene with three actors, and some voice actors)—

Filmed in the film noir style, and it plays out accelerated real time (over the course of a two hour period, but only 5-6 minutes of viewing time)

Scene is a grubby, timeless old-tech radio station studio, it’s late in the evening, and Sidney Mavis (could be a man or woman) is doing his/her slightly creepy, very atmospheric talk/phone-in radio show. His guest is Steve Danes, a recently published author. Looking on from a side table is the radio show’s producer and phone call screener Scotty. All other characters appear as phone call voices.

After a spell of chit-chat, Danes recalls his childhood in Roxborough, and talks about his first experiences of writing fiction—how is parents wouldn’t let him out of the house, and how he imagined Noel—a happy, smiling playmate who used to visit him. That was his first time creating a fictional character, and how he needs to make fictional people real before he can write about them.

Within a minute—the phone lines start lighting up. A few listeners also had a playmate named Noel. Once caller suggests that there may have been a character on TV at the time, but no one (Mavis, Danes and the producer) seems to remember it.

One caller is a psychotherapist, who suggests that there’s some form of mass hysteria among the young children in the area—and this has happened before in history (he’s done some research and provides some cites). The psychologist asks Danes some probing questions about his friend Noel, how he looked, what his personality was like, any unusual trait’s etc. The conversation is creeping out Danes, so Mavis signals the producer to cut the phone call, without checking with Danes.

The two talk a little more—the phone lines are momentarily dead. He starts ruminating about the name Noel, he seemed to recall that the name kind of disturbed his mom.

A couple more phone calls from people in Roxborough. It turns out that pretty much everyone who had made friends with Noel lived within about 10 blocks from each other, around a large cemetery (Mount Laurel). Mavis muses that it’s some kind of a ghost story—Danes counters that the cemetery has been filled up for 50 years, sometimes ghost hunters go out there, but they seldom find anything.

Finally an old man calls in—Lieutenant Burns, a retired Philly cop, who is a regular caller, and well known to Mavis and the producer. Burns tells the story about one of the strangest cold cases he’d ever experienced in his career—it happened in 1978, a patrolman found an asphyxiated, carbon monoxide poisoned 3-year-old child in a field in Roxborough. Obviously murdered, they could never positively id the child and the case hit many dead ends. He was the most beautiful 3-year-old. blond hair, blue eyes, sweetly smiling in death. The precinct officers took up a collection for his funeral, and Mt. Laurel cemetery found an unused grave that they could donate. They found him in the snow on Christmas day, so to all involved, he was known as baby Noel. His gravestone isn’t far from Henry St.

Another story: A Haunted Washing Machine--

Man/woman with a small child becomes concerned when the child starts telling stories about fanciful things that go on in the house when the man/woman is not paying attention. Man/woman coaches the child to start playing detective and figure out what is causing all of the strange things that only the child sees. Child becomes very serious and takes on the job. After a few nights, the child reports that it’s a spirt being that is living in the washing machine in the basement. The parent has a major dilemma, and decides to solve it by buying a new washing machine and having the old one taken away. In the end, a news report the parent reads reports of a strange event at a thrift store where the burgler alarms are going off every night, and no one can figure out why.

Other film ideas--

Flight safety film for the Tardis or for a Delorean, or some fictional means of transportation.

To find some leads if you’re not having any ideas--

Look at some Flash Fiction

http://nancystohlman.com/2013/02/19/30-flash-fiction-prompts/
Non fiction ideas:
The story of Emperor Nero. It bears a retelling as it is someone reminiscent of a certain president.

The elements of style: the Film Noir look (lighting, sets, design). Use photos and frame grabs to demonstrate how high-key lighting works.

Monologue/soliloquy set to video or music. Pick a text (could be anything that would be two minutes long), add photos and music in post production.

Do an explainer of a contemporary term that means something other than what people think it does.
