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RHS Writing Center Mission Statement 
The Revere High School Writing Center’s mission is to support students of all ability levels and cultural backgrounds in using the writing process to clarify their thinking, to communicate, and to create. Whether a student requires support in composing an assigned written response to a content-specific text or simply seeks the feedback of a supportive reader, we will offer support for students in every discipline.

Course Description (one semester):
This tutoring course will introduce collaborative, student-centered learning to tutors.  In the initial weeks of the course, students will study the writing process, engage in readings about the theory and practice of effective tutoring, and conduct mock tutoring sessions.  Additionally, students will write in multiple drafts and engage in the writer’s workshop model to hone their reading, writing and speaking skills.  After this initial training period, student tutors will tutor one-on-one or small groups of students in the RHS Writing Center or in teachers’ classrooms.  Peer tutors will facilitate students in the development of their reading and writing skills.  

Learning Goals:
Student tutors will …
1. Advance their understanding of rhetoric and apply the rhetorical framework to a variety of readings (model compositions and student writing); 
2. Expand their understanding of and experience in planning, organizing, composing, discussing, reviewing, and revising their own writing;
3. Practice collaborating, reviewing and discussing their own compositions and the compositions of others;
4. Practice using discussion techniques and peer tutoring strategies, such as listening, questioning, praising and suggesting in various settings;
5. Learn about and employ writing center theories and methods in peer tutoring;
6. Gain knowledge about standards of academic English, including rules of English grammar, mechanics, spelling, punctuation, and usage.

Competency Based Grading:
Reading		 15%
Writing			 30%
Speaking & Listening	 40%
Habits of Work		 15%









Required Readings:
1. The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors, by Leigh Ryan and Lisa Zimmerelli – chapters 1 and 3
2. “Minimalist Tutoring: Making Students Do all the Work,” by Jeff Brook
3. Excerpts from “The Promise of Change with One-to-One Instruction” by Ben Rafoth, Jennifer Wells, and Dawn Fels

During the initial weeks of the course, assigned readings provide tutors with the theory and practices of writing centers and writing center tutors.  Tutors will use a variety of note-taking strategies to question, summarize, analyze and reflect on the texts they study.  Additionally, tutors will familiarize themselves with a variety of reading strategies.

Writing Assignments:

Tutoring Journal 
You must keep a journal recording your observations, experiences, and general reflections of your time tutoring in classrooms or in the writing center.  Write in your journal after each tutoring session and document the successes and challenges that arise during your tutoring experiences.  Write about your observations regarding the writing process and working with exceptional and difficult students.  Include a brief anecdote if it highlights something specific about the experience.  You may include reactions to and reflections on the writing workshops you will engage in with your tutoring team during the initial weeks of the course.
· Your journal will count as 20% of your “Writing” grade.
· Journal checks will occur every two weeks during the quarter.
· You may use a paper journal or Google Docs.

Original Composition
In order to further hone your skills in the writing and revision process and to engage in the writer’s workshop model with your own writing, each student will develop an original composition each quarter that he or she will revise over the course of each ten week quarter.

Reflection Composition (Q1 Exam)
You will compose a minimum two-page reflection essay on your tutoring experience as an RHS Writing Center tutor this quarter.  You will consider your successes and challenges, your personal growth, and the impact your experiences have had on your own writing and learning.  You will develop your reflection from your observations and your experiences collected in your journal, and you will support your assertions with writing center theory and practice as discussed in The Bedford Guide for Writing Tutors, chapters 1 and 3, chapter 1 of The Successful High School Writing Center, and “Minimalist Tutoring.”  

Letter of Advice (Q2 Exam)
Humans have been writing letters of advice, imparting wisdom, to their successors for centuries.  In the digital age, advice can be communicated with a variety of digital modes.  As team members of the RHS Writing Center, you are the vital component of its functioning.  You are the reason for its success!  For this final project, you will share your wisdom, warnings and insights with the 2017-2018 tutors who will continue your work and learn from your experiences.  To produce your advice, choose a genre – a typed letter, an audio or video letter, a poem, or something of your choosing.



