Writing Center Syllabus: 
Quarter 1

Week 1: August 27
Class introductions, expectations, rules, and norms. 
Essential Question: 
1. What is your identity as a writer?
Assignment: Write about identity as a writer- what do you write, how do you write, why do you write. 

Week 2: 
August 31 - September 2, 4
Writer Identities
Essential Questions: 
1. Why do we write?
2. How do we write?
3. For whom do we write?
Assignments: This I Believe Essay, peer editing essays, recording This I Believe as Podcasts

Week 3: 
September 8, 10 
Mission and Vision: Students will work together to craft and fine-tune the mission, vision, and guiding principles of the Foxcroft Academy Writing Center. 
Essential Questions: 
1. What is our purpose?
2. What is our vision for the future of the center?
3. How do we hold ourselves accountable to our mission and vision?
Assignment: Collaboratively write the mission, vision, and guiding principles. 
 
Week 4: 
September 14, 16 ,18 
Discipline Specific Writing: Students will brainstorm the types of writing that occur within the walls of FA. They will collect samples of their own writing from different disciplines, to include writing from English, Math, Science, and Social Studies, as well as any other electives. These samples will be used to determine what writing looks like in different disciplines, since the writing center will be open to editing any and all writing. 
Essential Questions: 
1. How does writing differ among disciplines?
2. Why does writing differ among disciplines 
Assignments: Brainstorm types of writing, gather and assess student samples, research and read about why writing looks different among the disciplines. 


Week 5: 
September 22, 22
Field Trips: Our class will visit another high school writing center (Hopefully Hampden academy) to see how their center functions. Prior to the visit students will discuss what we want in our writing center, and what we hope to gain by seeing other centers in action. 
Essential Questions: 
1. What resources should a writing center provide?
2. How should a writing center function?
3. What is the role of a writing tutor?
Assignments: Reading assigned literature on the development of writing centers, a reflection about the field trip. 

Week 6: 
September 28, 30, Oct 2
Writer’s Workshop: Students will start developing norms and expectations for tutoring sessions and how tutors should behave, help, and guide during a session. Students will all bring in writing that they’re working on in other courses and pair up to do sessions with one another. 
Essential Questions:
1. How do writing tutors guide their peers in the writing process?
2. What is the purpose of critical feedback?
3. How do you balance “telling” vs. “showing” 
Assignments: Peer editing sessions, revision, class discussion on process, reflection on what it was like to tutor and be tutored. 

Weeks 7 & 8   
October 6, 8, 12, 14, 16 
Procedures and Protocol: Building on last week’s tutoring sessions, students will work together to develop the procedures and protocol they will follow during tutoring sessions. They will research and read literature about writer’s workshops and other forms of providing feedback. 
Essential Questions: 
1. What best practices must exist for a writing center to be successful?
2. What does effective feedback look like?
3. How should a writer’s workshop function? Why?
Week 9 & 10 
October 20, 22, 26, 28, 30
Writer’s Handbooks: Our students will be responsible for re-writing and designing the new FA student handbook. We will spend two weeks focusing on reading the old FA handbook, the handbooks from other high schools, Strunk and White Elements of Style and more. Then we will start outlining our expectations and chapters for our iBook. 
Essential Questions:
1. What resources are most essential for FA students to have access to?
2. What must a good handbook include?
Assignments: Outline Writer’s Handbook, read handbook examples, research resources. 
Quarter 2 

November 3, 5
Writer’s Handbooks Continued: Student will determine important writing genres and styles at FA that will be addressed in the handbook and begin drafting individual sections. 
	Essential Questions:
1. What kind of writing happens frequently in FA class?
2. What are the key components of each style of writing?
Assignment: In groups, create a collaborative draft of the handbook page for your assigned/chosen writing genre

November 9,  13
Exploring Models: Students will use Purdue Owl, UNC Chapel Hill Writing Center, and other University and High School handbooks inform the creation of their own handbook.
	Essential Questions:
1. How do we make our handouts accessible/understandable to students?
2. How do quality writing center handbooks break different styles of writing into digestible parts?
3. How can we apply this to writing at FA?
Assignments: Read and annotate a page from a model writing center

November 17, 19
Workshopping Our Handbook Pages: Writing groups will share their preliminary drafts with the class, asking for feedback in specific areas, and collaborating to ensure that format and tone are consistent across handouts.
	Essential Questions:
1. How do we create consistency throughout our handbook?
2. What does a polished handbook look like?

Nov-Dec 30, 2, 4
Applying Digital Writing to the Handbook: Student will consider the various genres of digital writing that is expected at FA, including film, digital stories, and multimedia projects.
	Essential Questions:
1. How do we apply our writing process to digital writing?
2. How can we translate this to individual instructional handouts?
Assignment: Form groups, and create handouts for digital writing

December 8,10 
Creating the Website and Continuing Procedures and Protocol: Students will generate ideas for developing the Writing Center webpage and begin to put their writing tutor procedures into practice
	Essential Questions:
1. How do we make our information easily accessible on the web?
2. What strategies are needed to best help students with their writing?
Assignments: Find a peer outside of class and conference with them on a current or future writing assignment. Write a journal entry about the experience.

December 14, 16, 18 *Half Day 
Publishing our Handbook on the Website: This week will be devoted to finalizing the handbook and the website. Students will also begin the process of writing a polished piece for possible publication.
Assignments: Complete the handbook and publish digitally, Find an opportunity (with instructor’s guidance) for publishing a piece of writing that interests you

January 5, 7
Spreading the Word about the Writing Center: Students will plan and begin executing the process of informing the community about the writing center, and begin drafting their polished piece.
	Essential Questions:
1. What do we want our school community to know about the writing center?
2. What is the most efficient and effective way to relay this information?
Assignments: Students will make their inaugural writing center announcement at assembly, and design email letter to be sent to students, parents, and faculty.

January 11, 13, 15
First Conferences and Workshopping writing pieces: Students will be assigned clients from a willing class with a writing assignment at FA, and conduct their first official conferences. At least one day of class time will be devoted to workshopping polished pieces in writing groups. This can be done digitally for homework if time is an issue.
	Essential Questions:
1. What are the challenges we’ve met after actually conducting a conference?
2. How can we apply our learning to meet these challenges?
Assignments: Work with your first client on his or her writing assignment

January 19, 20 
Submitting Polished Pieces and Establishing a Support Network: Students will finalize and submit writing to respective contests or publications. They will also reflect on their first writing center conference, and establish norms for communicating and accessing support from writing center instructors once the class ends and the center is in full operation.
Essential Questions:
1. How will we access help or support once the class is over?
2. What potential challenges will we run into when we no longer meet every day, and how will we address these challenges?
Assignments: Submit writing and tie up loose ends
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