AUTHENTIC WRITING ACTIVITIES

Authentic writing is a way to communicate. All content area teachers should provide opportunities for students to produce authentic writing.  It is even better when the authentic writing is the kind of writing actually produced in that field of study.  Encourage students to think in terms of engaging and assisting a less informed reader. When we are successful at helping students understand the importance of authentic writing, they will have a clearer sense of the writer’s obligation to the reader. 
Articles include feature articles, scientific journal articles, and how-to articles.

Editorials and letters to the editor express an opinion on a current issue.

Speeches can be delivered to specific audiences for stated purposes.

Letters can be produced to persuade specific audiences.

Proposals are formal requests for action accompanied by the necessary documentation.

Reviews can be written on a variety of items: books, movies, songs, games, media events, cultural events, works of art, and restaurants.

Personal narratives communicate the experience of the writer during a single event.

Memoirs focus on the relationship between the writer and a person, place, animal, or object.

Personal essays make references to multiple events in the writer’s life.

Poems include different forms of poetry.

Short stories focus on the elements of a short story: theme, characterization, plot development, and setting.

Plays focus on the writer’s message, characterization, and plot development through dialogue and stage directions.

Business Plans integrate career awareness and planning because they are proposals for jobs or projects.

Resumes and cover letters for jobs, scholarships, and college admissions can we written.

Evaluations of products and services can be written as well as class evaluations.

