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Causes of Imperialism

ECONOMIC INTERESTS POLITICAL & MILITARY INTERESTS

Manufacturers wanted access to natural
resources.

Manufacturers hoped for new markets for
factory goods.

Colonies offered a valuable outlet for
Europe’s growing population.

Merchant ships and naval vessels needed bases
around the world.

Western leaders were motivated by
nationalism.

HUMANITARIAN GOALS SOCIAL DARWINISM

Many westerners felt concern for their “little | Many westerners viewed European races
brothers” overseas. as superior to all others.

Missionaries, doctors, and colonial officials | They saw imperial conquest as nature’s
believed they had a duty to spread western

civilization.

way of improving the human species.
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