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Felonies vs. Misdemeanors
Directions:  With a partner, find an article about a citizen committing a felony and one article about someone committing a misdemeanor.  Briefly summarize the facts of the situation (what happened, where, who was involved etc.).  Then answer the questions below.


Facts:

1.  Was your ‘case’ a felony or misdemeanor?  If it was a felony, why do you think it was not classified as a misdemeanor?  If it was a misdemeanor, why do you think it was not classified as a felony?

2.  In your article did the suspect serve any jail time or was sentenced to jail time?
Next, find the crime statistics of a city you would like to live in and answer the following questions.  Then find a second city to compare the stats with.

1.  How many total homicides were committed?

2.  Find out where your city ranks among others in violent crimes?

3.  Do the levels of crime surprise you?  Why or why not?

4.  Which U.S. city has the highest percentage of violent crimes?  (please identify the year your data was obtained from.)
