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"My Brother martin"

by Christine King Farris
Pages 308-323 in Treasures
Genre:  Biography (is a story about the life of a real person written by someone else).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	unsuspecting
	So, every once in a while, in the waning light of evening, we’d tie that fur piece to a stick, and, hiding behind the hedge in front of our house, we would dangle it in front of unsuspecting passersby.

	unfair
	Back in a time when certain places in our country had unfair laws that said it was right to keep black people separate because our skin was darker and our ancestors had been captures in far-off Africa and brought to America as slaves.

	ancestors
	Back in a time when certain places in our country had unfair laws that said it was right to keep black people separate because our skin was darker and our ancestors had been captures in far-off Africa and brought to America as slaves.

	injustice
	Looking back, I realize that it was only a matter of time before the generations of cruelty and injustice that Daddy and Mother Dear and Mama and Aunt Ida had been shielding us from finally broke through.

	avoided
	Her words explained the streetcars our family avoided and the WHITES ONLY sign that kept us off the elevator at City Hall.

	segregation
	In the coming years there would be other reminders of the cruel system called segregation that sought to keep black people down.

	numerous
	There would be numerous speeches and marches and prizes.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”
--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

 Part II:  Comprehension
1.  In the text it says, “M.L. and A.D. preferred being outside to being stuck inside with our piano teacher, Mr. Mann, who would rap your knuckles with a ruler just for playing the wrong notes.”  Do you think Mr. Mann’s method of correcting piano mistakes was effective or ineffective?  Explain your answer.
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.  What reason was stated in the text that explains why laws were created to keep blacks and whites separated?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.  In the text it says, “The thought of not playing with those kids because they were different because they were white and we were black, never entered our minds.”  Why do you think the kids did not think about the differences between themselves and the white kids?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

4.  The owners of the General Store most likely moved away because…  
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there boys did not get along with the black children in the neighborhood.
they were unable to make enough money in such an expensive neighborhood.
there store had been robbed on several occasions.
5.  In the text it says, “In the coming years there would be other reminders of the cruel system called segregation that sought to keep black people down.  But it was Daddy who showed M.L. and A.D. and me how to speak out against hatred and bigotry and stand up for what’s right.”
Which word in this text means the same as severe or strict?_________________
6.  Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”  What do you think he meant by this statement?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7.  What did you learn from the illustration on page 319?
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8.  What do you think M.L. meant when he said, “…one day I’m going to turn the world upside down.”
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9.  Martin Luther King, Jr. most likely made positive changes for blacks all over the world because…
he was angered by the way white children treated him and his sisters.
he watched how his father handled the injustice.
he grew up in a neighborhood that was very accepting of black and white people.
he was sheltered from the injustice that other blacks faced.
10.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this selection?

The author’s purpose was to persuade the reader fight wherever you see injustice.

The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about the contributions to Civil Rights made by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and what it was like for Christine King to grow up him.
The author’s purpose was to entertain the reader with stories about the pranks pulled by Christine, Martin, and A.D. King when they were children.
The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about how Martin Luther King, Jr.’s father fought against those people that hated him and his family.
Part III:  Compare and Contrast:  Use the following compare and contrast grid to discuss the following quotations said by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
	Quotations from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:
	What do you think this quotation means?
	What does this quotation tell you about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.?
	Write down any words from the quotation that you did not quite understand.

	“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”
	
	
	

	“We are not makers of history.  We are made by history.”


	
	
	

	“If a man is called to be a streetsweeper, he should sweep streets even as Michelangelo painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare wrote.  He should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say, here lived a great streetsweeper who did his job well.”


	
	
	

	“It may be true that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can keep him from lynching me, and I think that's pretty
important.”
	
	
	


Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


Atlanta, Georgia, the city in which we were growing up, had those laws.  Because of those laws, my family rarely went to picture shows or visited Grant Park with its famous Cyclorama.  In fact, to this very day I don’t recall ever seeing my father on a streetcar.  Because of those laws, and the indignity that went with them, Daddy preferred keeping M.L. and A.D., and me close to home, where we’d be protected.

We lived in a neighborhood in Atlanta that’s now called Sweet Auburn.  It was named for Auburn Avenue, the street that ran in front of our house.  On our side of the street stood two-story frame houses similar to the one we lived in.  Across it crouched a lone of one-story row houses and a store owned by a white family.


When we were young all the children along Auburn Avenue played together, even the two boys whose parents owned the store.
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Summary Sheet Non-Fiction   ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold"

2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold" describes how an Olympic speed skater named Dan Jansen tried many times to get a gold medal in the Olympics.

4.  Create a fact outline:  Make a list of the facts you would like to include in your summary.

Fact #1:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4:_____________________________________________________________________________

5.  Use your fact outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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