Annotated Bibliography
Books to begin on 
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Lobel, A.  One lighthouse one moon.  (2000).  New York: Greenwillow Books.  

One Lighthouse One Moon is a simple concept book.  This book is unique in the way it is divided into three parts -days of the week, months of the year, and counting - and the life of one cat.   The illustrations are what make this book fun to read and browse.  The days of the week incorporate the concept of colors.  For example, blue shoes on Wednesday.  The months tell of the seasons or holidays the cat experiences especially in December when her kittens are born.  The last section, the counting part, tells of things found on the beach.  My favorite is the ending “And ONE HUNDRED stars and one moon lit up the sky.  It places you right there on summer night.   Age level:  0-5.  
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Willems, M. (2010).   City dog, country frog.  New York:  Hyperion books for children.  

In the springtime for the first time, City Dog runs as far as he could into the country.  There he finds a friend, Country Frog.  During the spring they play all of Country Frog’s games.  They meet up in the summer and play all of City Dog’s games.  In the fall, they reminisce about their spring and summer games.  Winter season is here and City Dog runs to find his friend, but cannot find him.  Come spring, he is search of Country Frog but ends up finding a different friend.  Jon J. Muth does the illustrations.  He uses watercolors to compliment the story’s settings and theme: the four seasons and friendship.    Age level: 3-8.     

Multi-cultural
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Flournoy, V. (1985).   The patchwork quilt.  New York:  Dial Books for Young Readers.

This is heart-warming story about a little girl, Tanya and her grandma.  Tanya and her grandma begin working on a patchwork quilt.  Grandma teaches Tanya that scraps of material are more than just “stuff,” they tell stories about one’s family.  While working on the quilt, Grandma becomes ill.  Tanya and her mama take over working on the quilt.  In the end, Grandma becomes better and the quilt is finished which is a gift for Tanya.   The illustrations are realistic and detailed especially for the people in the story.  The background details seem to flow in the pictures, but the humans stand out.  Age level:  5-11.
Cohen, C.L. (1988). The mud pony.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc.  
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This Native American Folktale tells about a young Indian boy who longed for a pony of his own.  One day he gets creative and makes his own pony out of mud.  One day, while playing with his mud pony at the river, his tribe and parents packed up to follow the buffalo.  The young boy was left behind. In a dream that night, the mud pony spoke to him and assured him that he was not alone and the Mother Earth would take care of him.  In the morning, the mud pony came to life and helped the young boy find his family.  Throughout time, the pony helped the boy become a hero within in his tribe.  He eventually becomes a chief.  In the end the pony leaves him behind saying he is a part of Mother Earth and must return but reassured the chief he would never be alone.  The illustrations are colorful and captivating and reflect the Native American culture. Age level: 5-12
Picture Books for older readers

[image: image5.jpg]


Solheim, J.  (1998).  It’s disgusting and we ate it! True food facts from around the world and throughout history.  New York:  Scholastic, Inc. 

James Solheim introduces young readers the true facts of all the disgusting things people around the world eat.  A picture book packed with food facts, poetry, and even recipes.  Many of the foods are considered delicacies to some people but disgusting for many of us. Some foods we take for granted - milk and honey - are kind of gross when you think about them and where they come from.  The illustrations are colorful, detailed and hilarious.  Age level:  8-14.
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Robbins, K.  (2010).   For good measure.  The ways we say how much, how far, how heavy, how big, how old.  New York:  Flash Point.

This book has math written all over it.  It is a picture showing and describing in detail all the things we measure.  A picture book filled with vocabulary and photographs describing and illustrating what they actually mean.  The photographs are amazing and have a purpose.  What a great book when introducing measurement in math class.  Age 9-14.  
Biography
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Tanaka, S.  (2008).  Amelia earhart: The legend of the lost aviator.  New York:  Abrams Books for Young Readers.  

This biography is about the famous aviator, Amelia Earhart. The reader will enjoy learning about her childhood and what led her to become a pilot.  She encounters her first airplane when she was with her family was on a visit in 1908 to the Iowa State Fair.  This was the biggest fair in the country at the time.  She was a young girl full of life who liked to try new things and was quite adventurous.  She grew up thinking she could accomplish just as much as any man could.   In 1920, during college and on a trip with her father to an air show, she discovered an interest in airplanes and flying. She was hooked on flying and found a female flight instructor to give her lessons.   Amelia Earhart is one of the most famous female pilots in history. This story will empower girls to be brave and work hard for their dreams.  Illustrations are actual pictures and painting of Amelia and other things associated with flying and the time period.  Age level: 10-14.  
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Winter, J.  (2005).  Roberto clemente:  Pride of the Pittsburgh pirates.  New York: Antheneum Books for Younger Readers

Roberto Clemente is a famous Puerto Rican baseball player who worked very hard to finally make it to the United States Major League to play for the Pittsburgh Pirates. Roberto lead his team to play the New York Yankees in the World Series. Defeating the Yankees will always be remembered for the Pirates, especially since they were dead last. Roberto Clemente played the next year in the World Series and had hit his three thousandth hit.   Besides being a great baseball player Roberto was a great role model for all. On his way back to his homeland to help his people after a terrible earthquake, Roberto died in an airplane crash.  The textured watercolor looking paintings are beautiful that add emotion to the story.  Age level:  10-14.
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Traditional Literature
Brett, J. (1994).  Town mouse country mouse.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Jan Brett does a nice job of retelling the famous Aesop fable of mice trading place. The story line is the same and those who have heard the traditional story will recognize it immediately. The reader learns that the grass isn’t always greener on the other side and one just needs to be happy for what they have.  The only thing different from the original version is Brett adds two other characters: an owl and cat, which in the end want to trade places. The illustrations are quite detailed and each page has different scenes that are framed with different objects such as noodles, marbles, and stamps.  The illustrations in it are amazing and hours could be spent just looking at them.  Age level:  5-8.
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McClintock, B.  (1998).  The gingerbread man.  New York:  Scholastic Press

Jim Aylesworth retells the classic fairy tale The Gingergread Man.  An old man and a woman bake their own gingerbread man one day. As they open up the oven out runs the gingerbread man. You can’t catch me, I’m the gingerbread man” is the catchy phrase as he runs away from  the old couple, a butcher, a cow and a sow . However, the tricky old fox caught the Gingerbread Man and that was the end of the cookie.  Barbara McClintock does the illustrations. Their design reminds the reader of history behind this story.   Age level: 3-7.
Historical Fiction
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Choldenko, G.  (2004).  Al Capone Does My Shirts.  New York:  Puffin Books. 

Al Capone Does My Shirts is about a boy who moves to Altracaz Island, has to make new friends and take care of his sister who has autism.  Alcatraz, off the coast of San Francisco, has a famous prison that is home to famous prisoners such as Al Capone and Machine Gun Kelly.  The Flanagan family moves to the island so that Mr. Flanagan can work two jobs to support his family and make extra money to send his daughter to a special school.  Moose Flanagan, the main character, has to take care of his sister Natalie everyday after school. Because he needs to watch her, he doesn’t get to play baseball with his new friends. Playing baseball is the most important thing to Moose.   At the same time, he has to deal with Piper Williams, the warden’s daughter. Piper gets Moose involved in a scheme to get kids to give them money to send their dirty laundry to Al Capone to wash and iron.    Between living up to his parent expectations, making new friends, taking care of his sister, and out of Piper’s way, life is an adventure for Moose Flanagan on Alcatraz Island.   This book is written in a journal/diary format and the only illustration is a map of Alcatraz Island.   Age Level:  10-14  (Newbery Honor Book)
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 Bower, T.  (2005).  How the amazon queen fought the prince of egypt.  New York:  Antheneum Books for Younger Readers.  

The Amazon Land, ruled by Queen Serpot, and where women live free, without men, and hunt and fight their own battles. However, Prince Pedikhons hears of the land that women rule and it fascinated by it.  He searches for it, finds it and wants to battle for it.   The Queen Serpot and her women prepare for their battle by sending in the Queen’s sister to spy and learn of the Egyptians ways.  In the first battle, the men didn’t realize what they up against so they put down their weapons and fled.  The next day, the Queen and the Prince chose to battle between them.  The fight lasted the entire day and in the end the Prince gracefully bowed out because he moved by the courage and strength of the Amazon women.  In the end they join forces to conquer lands in India.  The illustrations are Egyptian and Assyrian styles and hieroglyphics are included and explained.   In the back of the book additional information explains the history behind the story, hieroglyphics, and all the symbols associated with Egyptian and Assyrian art.  Age level: 7-12. (Great for Ancient History in 6th grade)
Nonfiction
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Kelley, K.C.  (2010).  Favorite football teams:  Indianapolis colts.   Mankato, MN:  The Child’s World.  

Everything you wanted to know about the Indianapolis Colts is packed in this book.   The author uses the what, when where and who format to explain the facts on the Colts.   The details include how the game is played and pictures illustrated the parts of the football field.   A brief biography is written on past and current Indianapolis football players.  Real photographs add interest and large headlines make it easy for the reader to follow the information.  Vocabulary is bolded for the reader to understand those words are important.   Age level:  8-14.  
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Thomson, R.  (2009).  The life cycle of a ladybug.  New York:  PowerKids Press.  
This book highlights the stages of a ladybug.  It describes the parts of the ladybug, when ladybugs mate, and the stages the ladybug goes through to be an adult ladybug.  The pictures are bright color photographs (Macro photography at its best.)  The writing and descriptions are simple and informative.  This book is suited for younger readers.  Age level: 7-10.  
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Settel, J.  (1984).  Exploding ants. Amazing facts about how animals adapt.  New York:  Antheneum Books for Younger Readers.

This book contains stories of how creatures adapt to the natural world in order to feed themselves, care for their young, and find safety in their environment.   Animals cannot eat the same foods as other animals.  They would not survive.  So the animals find different types of food for survival.  Other unusual adaptations such frogs used their eyeballs to help swallow their food are discussed in this book.  The photographs are amazing and disgusting at the same time.  Age level: 10-14.

Poetry
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Lewis, J.P.  (2009).  The underwear salesman and other jobs for better or verse.  New York:  Ginee Seo Books.  

LOVE THIS POETRY BOOK! The title caught my attention and it would catch the attention of any elementary and possible young middle school students.  This book contains witty, humorous poetry on 50 different jobs. Jobs from a dictionary maker to acupuncturist and of course an underwear salesman are featured in this book.  Along with the different jobs, many forms of poetry are used: limerick, free verse, shape, couplet, etc…Illustrations are whimsical, colorful, and eye-catching.  Age level:  7-12.
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Johnston, T.  (1990).  I’m gonna tell mama I want an iguana.  New York:  G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

This book contains mostly free verse and limericks poetry.   The subjects, animals or children, will capture the attention of any young child.   “Bad Decision” and  “Sad Potatoes” are my favorite poems in this book.  Illustrations are detailed, water colored works of art.  Age level: 5-10.
Fantasy

Babbitt, N. (1975).   Tuck everlasting.  New York:  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.  
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Would you want to live forever or find the fountain of youth?  This is a question posed by the events in this book.  Winnie Foster, a ten-year girl, stumbles upon a spring one day while exploring her family's woods and she meets Jesse Tuck, a 17-year-old boy.   There is a secret that only the Tuck family knows about this spring: If you drink from it, you will live forever.  Because the Tuck family wants to explain what is it like to live forever, they take her to their secluded farm; however, a suspicious man in a yellow suit follows them.  At the farm, the Tuck family tries to persuade Winnie that living forever is not an ideal situation.  In the meantime, Winnie’s family is looking for her. Because the man in the yellow suit knows of her whereabouts, he convinces the Foster family to give him the woods and leads the town’s constable to Winnie.  Mae does not let Winnie go without a fight and she ends up killing the man.  The plot thickens as Mae is placed in jail and her family plots to get her out. The cycle of life and a blessing verses curse are the stories’ message.   Age level: 10-16
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Lewis, C.S. (1950).  The lion, the witch, and the wardrobe.  New York:  HarperCollins Publishers.  

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis is the second of the seven books Lewis wrote about the imaginary world of Narnia. The four Pevensie children - Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy - are evacuated from London because of the air raids during WWII. They are sent to a very old house to stay with Professor Kirke. The adventures begin when Lucy finds a new world behind the wardrobe.  Behind the wardrobe begins the adventures of the four Pevensie children.  Here they learn the difference between good and evil.  Age level 10-14.
Award Winners 

Caldecott Winner
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St. George, J. (2000).  So you want to be president?  New York:  Philomel Books.

This is a hilarious book that would capture the attention of the young and old.  It was awarded the Caldecott Medal in 2001.  The first thing that grabbed my attention was there were good and bad things about being president.  An example of a good thing was when George Bush was young, he had to eat his broccoli, but since he was president "That was the end of broccoli!"  However, one of the bad examples of being president was having a lot of homework.  I feel these two examples create connections to young people right off the bat by helping them realize presidents are human.  The illustrations are fantastic.  The caricature-like drawings of the entire president captivate the audience. This would be a great book for kids of all ages especially at the time of presidential elections.  What a great book to bring into an 8th grade class for an introduction to a presidential unit. Age level:  5-14.

Caldecott Winner  
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Udry, J.  (1984).  A tree is nice.  USA:  Harper Collins Publishers  

This book is about the many reasons why a tree is nice.  The story explains that trees provide shade, food, a place to play and leaves that we can jump in and play house in, and a home for animals, etc..   The best reason is planting a tree because others will want one too.  Respect for nature is the theme of this story.   The realistic illustrations are done in watercolors and in black and white.  Age level: 0-8.
Series Books
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Kinney, J.  (2008).  Diary of wimpy kid:  Rodrick rules.  New York:  Amulet Books.

This is the second book of the series of the Diary of the Wimpy Kid.  In this book, Greg Heffley documents his daily events in his “journal,” not diary. In this book a new school year is starting, and Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. Greg is happy to have Rowley, his sidekick, along for the ride. But when Rowley’s star starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best friend’s new found popularity to his own advantage, kicking off a chain of events that will test their friendship in hilarious fashion.  This realistic fiction humorous story is written in comic form along with hilarious cartoon pictures that add interest to the story.  Ages 10-14. 
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Brown, M.  (1990). Arthur’s pet business.  New York:  Little, Brown, and Company. 

Arthur would love to have a pet, but his mother and father want him to know what it involved before he can have one. So, he decides to find a job taking care of pets. Arthur’s neighbor hires him to care her Perky, the worst dog in the neighborhood.  Throughout the book Perky and Arthur form a bond. However, unexpectedly Perky gives birth to puppies and Arthur gets to keep one.  Illustrations are colorful and detailed.  Ages 3-7.  
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My Choice

Spinelli, J.  (2007).  Eggs.   New York:  Little, Brown and Company

There are two main characters in this book.  In the book we are introduced to David first.  David, a nine-year-old boy, and his dad live with his grandmother because a year ago his mother died in a freak accident.  David becomes friends with a thirteen-year-old girl named Primrose.  Primrose is a sarcastic and dominant 13-year-old girl who lives with her childlike, fortuneteller mother who has a drug problem.  Primrose has never met her father and the only thing she has of him is a picture, which is a magazine picture of a movie star.  David and Primrose form a friendship that is chaotic, adventurous and troublesome as they both deal with the one problem they have in a common: a missing parent and coping with the loss of a parent. (David, his mother and Primrose, her father).   Age level: 9-12.

Gag, W.  (1956).  Millions of cats.  New York: Puffin Books.
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Millions of Cats is about an elderly couple that couldn’t find happiness because of their loneliness.  The couple believes a cat would cure their loneliness.  So the old man sets out one day in search of one beautiful cat but stumbles onto “millions and billions and trillions of cats.”   He finds it difficult to choose the prettiest cat and decides to bring all of them home.  However, the wife insists they could not care for all of them.  So the husband asks the cats “Which one of you is the prettiest?  This question starts a quarrel among the cats and apparently the old couple thinks they have eaten each other up.  However, the couple finds one lonely, ugly cat.  They care for the cat and it becomes one of the most beautiful. All illustrations are done in black and white with the exception of the front and back cover.  It reminds me of the black scratch art projects, however, much more detailed.    Age level: 0-10.  
