SPY LETTERS OF THE REVOLUTION

WEBQUEST

The Clement’s Library, located at the University of Michigan, houses thousands of artifacts form the American Revolution.  Included in this collection are thousands of spy letters and journal entries from spies used on both sides of the war.  Recently, the highlights of collections were placed on the following website: http://www.si.umich.edu/spies/index-stories.html   

Use this site to answer the questions below.   
RECORD RESPONSES ON PAGES 86 + 88
1. The Culper Gang was a very important spy ring organized by George Washington.  Why do you think this group was so effective?  (2 points)

2. Like many other British spies, Daniel Taylor was caught before delivering his message.  What happened to Taylor after he was captured at New Windsor?  (2 points)

3. The first British spy to be found and arrested by the Americans was Benjamin Church in 1775.  After Church was found guilty of treason, Washington was quoted to have said, “This betrayel cuts me to the core”.  Why do you think Washington was so surprised and hurt by Church’s actions.  Use evidence from the site to support your answer. (4 points)

4. Read about the different methods used to deliver secret messages. Briefly describe how each method worked (6 points):

 

Secret Code –



Invisible Ink –

 

Captured Letters –



Intelligence Letters –



Mask Letter –



Quill Letter -

5. Why were women such an obvious choice to use as spies?  Ann Bates was a perfect example of this.  Why was she such a valuable resource?  (2 points)

