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CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR – Background Research (20 points)
(Go To PortPortal.com  - access code is SSRULZ -  open research questions in “What Caused the Civil War”  For these  questions you will need to use the website OR textbook pages listed .

PART I   - Expansion: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
One MAJOR effect of our Westward Expansion was the expansion of slavery into Western territories.  This caused ENORMOUS controversy between the north and south.   The North and the South had already grown further apart in terms of economy and culture.  The North, especially, was afraid that the South would force its “peculiar institution” of slavery upon the entire Union.   These fears were realized when these territories became large enough to become states and, in doing so, would have power in Congress.  The federal government, hoping to prevent a civil war, temporarily resolved the issue with compromises.  This did not work out so well…

Look at the three maps.  Use the summaries below each to explain how Congress “compromised” each time new states wanted to join the Union, in hopes of “keeping the peace”    http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lincolns/politics/es_shift.html
a. Missouri Compromise 1820- 

 How many STATES (not territories) were controlled by the north/south in 1820?     North ____   South  ___

List the parts of the compromise Congress made regarding Maine, Missouri and the Louisiana Territory.


1.


2.


3.

b. Compromise of 1850-
 How many STATES (not territories) were controlled by the north/south in 1850?     North ____   South  ___

List the parts of the compromise Congress made regarding California and western territory.


1.


2.


3.

c. The Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854-

 How many STATES (not territories) were controlled by the north/south in 1854?     North ____   South  ___

How did this act determine the fate of Kansas and Nebraska as they began to approach statehood?

What was the result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

PART II -  Other Controversial Events ------------------------------------------------------------------

 Read textbook pages 284-285. 

a. Explain why Dred Scott felt he deserved his freedom.  

b.  What effect did the Dred Scott Supreme Court decision have on Dred Scott’s freedom and on 

the Missouri  Compromise? 

3.   Who was William Lloyd Garrison?  What was the name of his newspaper and what was it about?     http://history1800s.about.com/od/1800sglossary/g/abolitdef.htm
4. What are three clever techniquese Harriet Tubman used to prevent her from being captured?

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p1535.html

1.


2.


3.

How much were southerners willing to pay for her capture? 

5. What was the new political party that was formed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on June 17, 1856?  

Did they support or oppose slavery?     http://www.ushistory.org/gop/origins.htm
6.     President Lincoln said, "So you're the little woman who wrote the book that started this Great War!”    http://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/utc/impact.shtml     Who was he talking to, and why did he blame her?

7. Presidential elections can have a great effect on our nation.- 

  https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2010/12/1860-d24.html
What party and person won the election of 1860?-   What was the South’s response to the election?

8. Explain the immediate cause of the Civil War?  (Read textbook page 288 - only the section "Civil War")

