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Welcome AP United States Government and Politics Student!  
I am looking forward to an exciting year!  AP courses are considered college level classes taken during high school and consequently they provide a significant challenge to the motivated student.  You will have a college level textbook - O'Connor, Karen, and Larry Sabato. American Government: Roots and Reform. New York: Pearson Longman, 2009.  The class tests will be challenging and you will learn to think critically about government, current events and the policies of the world in which we live.  
AP United States Government and Politics is designed for the highly motivated student who strives for excellence in learning.  The student should have an enthusiasm for government and politics.  The AP student should be willing to participate in class discussions and debates.  The student should ask questions, complete assigned homework and readings on time and have an excellent attendance record.
The AP United States Government and Politics class will give the student an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. It includes the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples.  In addition, it requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs and ideas that constitute U.S. government and politics.  
You may choose to use the internet to learn more about the test and the Advanced Placement Government program by going to the following address:  http://www.collegeboard.org/ap/students/subjects.html .  There you will be provided with a list of subjects and a section called “FAQ’s” (Frequently Asked Questions) that might answer some questions you have about the national program.  Students are expected to take the AP Exam.  There is a cost to this exam.  The current fee is $87.  Please refer to the College Board web site, www.collegeboard.com for additional information about the test.  The AP United States Government and Politics Exam is two hours and 25 minutes in length.  It includes a 45 minute multiple choice section consisting of 60 questions and a 100-minute free-response section consisting of four questions. 
Summer Assignments will be available at http://my.portaportal.com/ The guest id is afrazap.  You will find the summer assignments under that heading.  All summer assignments must be completed and turned in on the dates given.  In addition, you will need to purchase the Princeton Review Book for AP US Government.  You can email me at afrazier@mail.dps.k12.va.us .  
Sincerely,

Angela Frazier
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