Money in Politics Facts[image: This is a featured page] 
What is a democracy?
What is a plutocracy?
Is the US more of a democracy or a plutocracy?

How much does money influence politics?
How much should money influence politics?

What should we do about it?

Over 1 billion dollars was spent on the 2008 presidential election.

Who is the money in politics good for?
Who is the money in politics bad for?

Takers
Average US congressional campaign >$1 million
Incumbents win >98%
Average senate race >$5 million
Incumbents win >85%
90% of PAC money goes to incumbents
Those who outspend their opponents win over 90% of elections
Over 40 senators are millionaires (Forbes 2006)

Givers
Donors who give more than $200 to a congressional candidate make up 1/4 of 1% of the population.
95% are White 
80% are men 
50% are over 60
80% have family incomes > $100,000 
20% have income > $500,000
Their contributions give them access to their representatives.
>50% had formally met with their member of congress since the last election
>30% had formally met with their senator

Is this good news?
How much power do you have?
Why do people give this sort of money to politicians?

Controversial businessman and banker Charles Keating said, “has my financial support in any way influenced several politicians to take up my cause. I certainly hope so.” When another businessman was asked if his $300,000 donation to the Democratic Party have him access to Clinton replied, “of course. The only reason I gave money is to get access.” He continued , “I only regret now that I didn’t give $600,000.” Fundraiser Johnny Chung said about the business of campaigns that “The White House is like a subway, you have to put in coins to open the gates.”

Who do our representatives represent? 
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