Ten Things I Like About You
1. Divide the students into groups of four or five people by having them number off. 

2. Tell the newly formed groups that their assignment is to find ten things they have in common, with every other person in the group, that have nothing to do with school. (I tell students no body parts (we all have legs; we all have arms) and no clothing (we all wear shoes, we all wear pants). This helps the group explore shared interests more broadly.

3. Tell the groups that one person must take notes and be ready to read their list to the whole group upon completion of the assignment.

4. Ask for a volunteer to read their list of things in common. Then, ask each group to share their list with the class. 

This team building icebreaker takes 10 – 15 minutes, depending on the number of groups. To keep the activity to ten minutes, after seven minutes of brainstorming together, I usually tell the groups that the lists they have created are perfect, no matter how many items they have, and debrief.
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