Dear Parents, 


Recently your child took a pre-assessment on content that could be found on the New York State Science exam.  This was required to determine in what areas students needed additional help.  The results of this assessment showed that students were lacking in their understanding of plants.  As a way to address some of these issues I am asking for your help. When it is relevant, I will suggest a simple investigation that can be done at home using materials that you have already and/or relatively easy to acquire. 
The following  celery experiment is a good lesson in how plants get water into the very tips of their leaves and also introduces the idea of capillary action in plants. 
Materials: Celery, Red Food Coloring, Water, Small Jar or Container and Marker.

1. Put 8-10 drops of red food coloring in water in a jar and mark the water level with a marker.

2. Cut the end off the bottom of a celery stalk, leaving the leaves at the top, and place the celery in the jar of red water. 
3. In about 12 hours, you’ll be able to see the red water has been absorbed into the veins of the stalk and the leaves.

Here are some discussion questions that can follow this investigation:

· Did the water level change? Why did it change?

· What do you think would happen if we were to leave the celery in the water for a week?
· Critical Thinking: Some flower shops sell green carnations.  They did not spray them green.  How did they make them?

Sincerely,

Ms. Moya

Science Teacher

