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An Ecosystem is a distinct area that combines biotic (living) communities and the abiotic (non-living) environments with which they interact.  Biotic communities include all living organisms within the ecosystem.  These organisms interact with each other as well as with the abiotic environment.  The abiotic environment includes things such as sunlight, soil, moisture, nutrients, temperature, and the like.  The area where two or more ecosystems merge is called an ecotone.  There may be animals and plants from several ecosystems in this area. 

The climate (weather over an extended period of time) of an area determines the types of plants that can live there.  And ecosystem that covers a large geographic area where plants of one type live due to the specific climate in the area is called a biome.  Each biome is identified by its flora (all the plants in a particular area) and fauna (all the animals in a particular area).  The earth is divided into land biomes described by five main categories of vegetation (plant life). These basic biomes are briefly describes as follows. 

1. Tundra: A treeless biome mainly in the north polar areas with long frigid winters and brief summers.  Grasses, mosses, lichen, low shrubs, and a few flowering pants survive here,

2. Forest: A forest contains a large group of trees that usually grow close enough together that many of their tops touch or overlap, shading the ground. Forest are the most common type of vegetation and require the most rainfall. 

3. Grassland: The main vegetation is grass of grass like plants. Savannas are grasslands with few or scattered trees.  In very[sic} dry areas, the grass grows in clumps called steppe grass and has bare ground between the grass clumps.  In wetter areas, the grass may be 3 to 6 feet tall.

4. Desert:  A desert is a biome with less than 10 inches (25cm) of rainfall each year.  Some deserts have little or no vegetation, while others have scrubs (small trees and shrubs) and grassy patches. Desert plants have different ways of adapting to the dry climate.  Some, such as cactus, store water for long periods of time; others remain dormant (inactive) in seed form until enough rain falls. 

5. Mountain:  A mountain is a biome of high ground with various types of vegetation depending on the elevation.  A single mountain may start with a desert at the base, change into a forest, then become grassland, and end in a tundra at the top. 

Water ecosystems include freshwater plants in and around ricers and lakes as well as saltwater plants in and around oceans.  Oceans make up the larges ecosystems, since hey are all linked together.  

All the ecosystems combined make up the earth’s biosphere. The biosphere covers the whole surface of the earth and is the part of the earth where life exist.  The earth is the only planet known to have a biosphere. 

